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For Congress. -

Formal Announcement and Platform.

A Forceful

Presentation.” Looks Like a Winner.
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INTRODUCTION.

In announcing for Congressman at large for the great State of
Florida, I desire, first of all, to express my sincere gratitude for
kindly expressions on the part of my friends of their belief in my

fitness for the place. which have
the public prints,

appeared, from time to time, in

While I am deeply conscious that I do not merit

all that has been said, in behalf of my candidacy, I am, however,
gnite sure, that no one could be more thankful for what they have

- written. in my interest, than I

It is my determined purpose, 1n making this race for Congress,

to deal in entire candor with myself and with the public.

I do not

wish to pose as one whose importance is such, that the idea of seek-
ing office, of this character, had to come to him, wholly through the
suggestious of friends. This, in my judgement, would be an abuse

of the generosity that has been shown me,

On the other hand, I

can truthfully say; that the initatiative having been taken, by those
who thought that I was qualified for this high position, has made it

my State in Congress.

much easier for-me to make this public announcement ot my pur-
pose, and has greatly strengthened mv faith in my ability to serve

[ am at that time of life, when the physical man is, as I believe,

at the best for good service.

My mental endowments and attain-

ments, whatever may be their limitation, when compared with

those of others, I am persuaded, have been developed to such an ex-
tent, that caution, soberness. and earnestness, will control in the
forming of judgements for directing conduct.

By frugality and

dilligence, I am possessed of sufficient means to allow me to give
myself to the demands of public affairs, without fret concerning
> my private interest, and s0 as to in no way to detract from the du-
ties that I shall owe tomy state and constituency, should I be en-
trusted with the duties of Congressman at large from the great

State ol Florida. I will say mn all

frankness, that I much desire the

office, in the meahing ordinarily conveyed, when it is said that men

aspire for place. _
tious to reflect credit upon mysel

Being a plain man, from the people,lam ambi-

f and the people I may represent.

But above these motives, which spring naturally in the human

heart, I am come to the season in

life when I desire, more than all

else. 1o be of service to my country in a larger way than bas yet
been my orivilege and if I shall be elected to the Congress of the
United States, I pledge to bring to the high_office my best powers

and energies of body and mind and heart,

I pledge to put my en-

tire self to the task of making my life count for the good of my

State and of my countrymen.

PLATFORM,

In the political evolution of our gov-
erment, nothing strikes the student of
history with greater force than the re-

n currence of great issues, The size,
variety of interest, and general in-
equality of the different sections has,
in general, been the cause of, first: one
issue being to the tore, then, another.
Great measures have been relgated to

the backgronnd not because they were

* unworthy of serious consideration, but

' rather because our country has as yet,
iy developed scctionly. The majority
; control, a cardinal tenet of our govern-
-.:_, ment, and ni‘,;htly s0, has neyertheless
"is worked 1 hardship on the more sparse-
ly settled and less favored sections of

; the United States; cousequently parts
- of the country are richer in the hold;
By ings of money, culture and institutions,
-f than are other parts, equally as
*ﬁ\-‘;’ worthy of such institutions and money

!‘1‘7‘4 holdings, and as susceptible of such
development, but they are in the back-
ground because those measures neces-
sary for such improvement, as yet,
’ have not been pressed, or else they have
for the time given way to other meas-
ures more easily understood as belong-
ing to the function of the national gov-

ernment.
For instance: it I8 understood that

aotil the war of 1812 the main purpose
of our tarifi had beeu revenue, with

| protection only as an incideut. During
the war manntacturing became dey
| veloped partly through our own em-

tility. Manufacturing had grown to
be an extensive interest, comparing in
importance with agricultural and com-
merce. Therefore, in the new tariff of
1816 the relation was reversed, protec-
tion being made the main aim and re-

venue the incident, Here we have a
most interesting illustration of how a
measure was brought to the front for
the benefit of a section and for the en-
richment of a class. A measure
against which the democratic party
has always contended in the advocacy
of a tariff only. Which policy is equit-
table for the whole country. A Icz.
however,that has been kept in the back-
ground, untill now the Democratic
party has grown strong enough in this
conntry to enforce this type of legisla-
tion, that many of our most enlightens
ed citizens, bobnglnﬁ to other political
parties, including Mr, Webster him-
sel, has conteneded was the orly just
ane equitable tariff measure for the
entire Union.

As I have indicated, such inequali-
ties in governmental affairs have been
due, alone to sectional greed, but
becaune

of the vastness of our country
"and the variety of its Interests.

Con-
| sequently, sometimes, as in the tariff.

| theorles, in service have had to be
n‘-ﬁ."‘rbﬂdﬁ&ndw v-
bnatmnrd-:‘ r un-

nion

|

dt‘ of the needs of the Unlon,
T Ay
perfect Mm‘n. of many

barge, partly through the armed Kos-|pe

—

parts and an equal care for the needs
of the varied sections.

Constructive Powers of Congress.

Ithas always been admmitted that
Congress may lay taxes to build and
i light houses, public docks,
and all such ies, whereof the
United States is to hold the title. The
general i t of harbors, onthe
other hand, the Constitution meant to
leave to the States all wing each to
cover the expense by levying tonage
duties. The practice for yea:s corres-
ponded with this.  The inland com-
monwealths, however, as they were ad-
mitted, justly regarded this unfair, un-

them in the consrtruction of roads, ca-
nals, and riverways.

It may be mentioned, also, that the
war of 1812 revealed the need of better
means for direct communication with
the remote sections of the Union.
Transportation to Detroit had cost fifty
cents per pound of amunition, sixty
dollars per barrel of flour. All admit-
ted that improved internal routes were
necessary. The question was wheth-
er the general government had a right
to construct them without amendment
to the Constitution. The Whigs, like
the old Federalists, affirmed such right
appealling to Congress' power to es-
tablish post roads, wage war, super-
vise inter-state trade, and conserve the
the common defense and general wel-
fare. As a rule the Democrats, have
always denied such right. Some of
them justified outlay upon national
L.rivers and commercial harbors under
the Congressional power of raising re-
venue and regulating commerce.
Others conceded the rightfulness of
subsidies to States even for bettering
inland routes. Treasury swrplus at
times, and the money appropriations
which by common consent, had been
made under Munroe and later for the
old Natonal Road, encouraged the
Whig contention, but the whole ques-
tion was taken out of politicts by the
rise of the railroad system aftér 1832.
The National Road had, however, been
built across Ohio and Indiana on  its
way to St. Louis, and was made over
in 1830 ta'the States through which it
passed.

This, in brief, isthe history of a

| measure of the greatest import to the

Nation, which at one time was to the
fore, and has been left in the back-
ground only because, in the rapid de-
velopment of National resources, other
'measures have seemed the more im-
portant. It must be understood that
this is not a measure that any party,
not even for party success, has de-
clared without the pale of the Consti-
tution and as not belonging within the
function of the National Goverment.
Natural Means of Taansportation
RIVERS

My contention is, that the growth ot
the countrv and the consequent new
neledn of our day, dc:mand the giving of
this great measure its proper perspec-
tive. It cannot be successfully denm.
that the future happiness, contentment,
and dpro-porlty; of the American ro-
ple depends more on good roads than
on any other type of construction for
intercommunication. Ido not believe,
at this time, with the already construct-
ed railroads, that any additional num-
ber of railroads would mean so much to
any large section of this country, asa
system of thoroughly modern highways
would mean to the people, and, and no
other endeavor could be freighted with
greater posaibilities tor increas the
wealth of the country people, ome
made an Empire, not so much by" the
Roman sword, as by the net work of
of Roman roads.

If one will take any single county,
in the great State of Florida, in the
less favored sections of the State, and
will make a calculation in the saving
of teams and vehicles, the increase in
the tonpage in hauling, the increase in
the number of trips per day, the great-
er contentment on part of the rural
population, the culture, from ease of
communication with centers where
women and children can observe the
habits and customs of more advanced
civilization, I am persuaded that such
a one will conclude that the greatest
need of our great State, at this time,
is more extended and better highways.
I am pursuaded, that the bringing of
this great issue, as a factor in the
building of the Nation, before the Con-
gress of the United States will be the
plaving of a part in the polftical de-
velopment of ovr ernment, as impor-
tant and as benefical as any played by
our great fathers in the more formative
riod of the Nation and of the Consti-
tution. I,therefore, come before the peo-

le of thia great Commonwealth, ask-
ing for their suffrage for Congressman
at large, Tlcgdlng myself to the advo-
cacy of this great measure of National
aid in the building of highways in the
several States.

I realize the ease, which tho part new
needs have played and may play, In di-
recting our governmental conduct, may
be lost sight of, and understanding as 1
do, that & measure I8 npt feasible simply
becsuse they hear disinterested or Indif-
flerent public men spéak lightly of such
measures, I am therefore, at the greater
pains to show what a large part new nead
have played Ip shaping our policles. Per-
baps there s no lenet L0 our government
now clearly showing its evolution, thru
new necessities in the volelng of new con -
ditlons, than the Mouree Doctrine,

Rights Guaranteed Under the Constitution.

1 have merely alluded to this doctrine
1n order to give forge Lo she clalm that
there must be yot tuller Interpretation w
the funetion of the Natlonal government,
in developing the natural resources of
thig country, If wé arée W possess the
goodly lnheritance sthat may be ours, by
s wire and conservative application of
the rights gusranteed under the Consti™
tutinn, when those rights are Interpreted
o the light of the new Natlonal needs.
No man cen foretell the Influence of
Amerles on vhe elvilizasion of the world,

but many are feeling that much of that

less offset by Government's aid to]

influcneewill dopend npon how Ite statos-
mon of today give share to the purposes
of this government in aiding in the devel-
opment of Ameriean resourees, ‘The gov-
ernment has already come to recognizo
that the development and improvement
of waterways in the United States s a
function of the National government,
and that the contentment, prosverity and
wealth of the nation is dopendent, to a
degree, ihereupon.  This coneeption,
which all now recognizeé as jost and right
is an evolntion, through slow process of
the public mind.
A Visable lllustration,
8T. JONMNS RIVER,

We have in the State of Florida a river,
worth more for the making of wealth, the
reclalming of landg, the buiiding of home
and schools, and the bringing of a health-
fal and theifty citizonship to the State,
than is in the power of many men, at the
present time to concelve. To mwany of
the eitizens of Florida the St. Johos river
means no more than it meant o the wild
Creek or Seminole Indian, a pleasant
stream to meander along the hanks of,
and a goodly place for pastime with the
rod and gun  The United States govern-
ment ftself. has as yet never had brought
Lefore its Congress the enormons poten-
tinl value of this stream to this State and
to the.Nation. ‘''he paltry snms 6f mon-
ey which have béen expended by the gov-
erament in improving navigation is the
best argument for showing that uneither
your representatives 1n Congress, nor
others, have succeeded in bringing te
public attention, this natural source from
which in the future, shall come untold
wealth to the people of this State. If one
will make a study of the topography of
the country through which the St. Johns
river fiows; consider the direction which
the river vends, and recall, that from its
source to beyond Jacksvaville,. when it
glves itself to the great ocean, there is
only a fall of an insufficient number of
feet; there is not, what may be called a
rapid in the entire length, he will be star-
tled at the contemplation of the ease and
comparatively little cost with which -this
river can be turned into a great OCEAN-
IC CANAL, with ocean steamers coming
to their piers and taking on thelr cargoes
at Sanford. and such an observer, will al-
80 see that the present development of the
State is only in its infancy, Under this
proceedure new possibilities will come to
the old man, ready to turn over the af-
falrs ot life to the son, and larger hopes
will spring in the breast of every younger
son of toll.

We, as yot, are new in this State to
large expenditures, but happlly that Na-
tion has come to understand that large
expenditure, resulting in permanent good
is better than small expenditure, result-
Ing in nothing that is lasting. In my
judgement, if the merits of the St. Johns
river is a stream for the travel of ocean
steamers inland, were put before Con-
gress, with the forece that the cause de-
mands, a million or two millions of dol-
lars could be secured for such a purpose,
as easlly and more so, than one hundred
thousand dollars could be secured for the
improvement of some particaular part of
this river, resulting in no lasting good
and bringing no apparent prosperity to
any large section of the Suwate.

If the St, Johns river was opened for
ocean vessels to Sanford, the canal, un
der the sluggish flow of the stream would
remalin open for genprations. The nat-
ure of the stream and the country through
which it flows are such that no amount
of ralnfall would ever endanger its can-
nel by filling it with the wash from floods
as is the case In most of the streams of
America. )

The wmost Impressive stream in the
British Isles, 1s the Clyde i Scotland,
but it is not known to the average travel-
er that this great ship-bearing river, of
the greatest vessels that ply the ocean, Is
entirely & man-made stream for such
eraft. Time was when only the small
craft of the wild man of the North of Eu-
ropé plied these waters, now the ships of
ull seas empty thelr bottoms at Glascow
and from the great ship yards that line
the banks of this ereat canal-river, some
of the finest ships afloat have been sent
down her channel to do service on all the
ocoans of the world, and some of the
wost beautiful bomes of men are on the
banks of this stream, made beautiful be-
cause made serviceable, by the skill and
epergy, and daring of man.

What Can Be Done.

Under modern engineering the St Johns
river may be made & great ship carfylog
canal, with such ease as 1o make the op-
ening of the Clyde In Beotland sppear &
Herculean task In comparison. The fact
is that onder the svstem of suction the
mud from the channel could be banked on
elther side, without Interfering with the
flow of water or lessening 118 volume and
which lo po way, would do dumage to
property immedistely jandeent to the riyv-
er nor to surrounding country

There would be no expensive blasting
or cuts from Sanford to the ocean. Nota
slogle dam or lock would have to be buillt
but only & channel would have t0 be op-
ened, under the cheapest copstruction
known to the sclence of engineering, and
and Florids would have the best and the
cheapest ship-canal In the world, It can
be salely attirmed that the Bt Johos ﬂv-‘
or can be made navigable for ocean ecraft
At less expense than any other siréam in
the United states, and that the bonefits
therefrom will be as great, for the coun-
ury at large, and this State In  pertlculsr

as sy work the government has dope, of
s slmilar vatare, for any of she
United States. [ ik

Lo addision w the Inrge area of country
along the travel of Bt Johns rviver

there 18 another large section of Florids,
brund to-this river in sending its watar s
to the ocesn, known as Lake county,
with some 1500 lakes of varying sizes, but
In the aggregate making a volume of wi -
ter that gives puuse when one conten)-
plates the possibilities in these same wi-
ters if properly utllized for enviching
conntry, Tue Oklawaha river 's the out-
let of these lakes to the St. Johas river.
This stream I8 of such Importance that
the government has already ezpend. d
considerable sums of money from time )
time, for improving its unavigation. [
may say here, however, that what hus
been done, on both the St. Johns and the
Ceklawaha rivers, by the government hus
not made these streams navigable fordif-
ferent craft, nor opened them for naviga
tion in any different season, than was Lo
carrying powers of the streams before vl
governnient began its work of improving
them, which In my judgement is due 10
the fuet that the work of improving theso
sireams has never been gone at on a su!-
ficlently large scale nor in such manner
as their merits and possibilities as wate: -
ways for the country demanded. Tt isnot
difficult for the average man to under-
stund that $200,000 may be expended on
such an enterprise and result in no ap
precisble benefit, while a million or two
millions of dollars expended on the samoe
enterprige will not only bring a lasting
benefit but will In the long run, be far the
cheaper to the government Such a sys-
tem of improved waterways as | adve-
cate, would bring under.the dominion of
man a vast area of land, fororange grow
ing and trucking purposes, and give ac-
cess to the markets of the world by o
cheap mode of transportation, that are
now as wild as when the red men roamed
the forest.

The practichbility of utilizing thess
Jake waters (8 now abundantly shown in
the fact that the Ocklawaha river is al-
ready nayigable for inferior ecraft, and
which can be made into a stream that
will ecarry large enough crafu into the St,
Johns river, bearing the products of the
country, for the loading of ocean going
vessels. Notonly so, but such adevelop-
ment would mean the dotting of the lips
of these great takes with beautiful homes
and a country subdued to man’s will, pay
ing tribute from the soll to the genius
and labor of man, in rich reward.

The Same Reasoning Applies to Roads.

What I have sald about cheapness in
improving waterways applies equally 1o
highways. If one will stop to think that
in all the affalrs of life, the cheapest
things are the durable things, he will be
convineed that the first cost of a road
should be sufficlent to congregate un
abundance of good road material and that
It should be nsed with generosity sufli-
clent to insure permanent results.

A system of great roads from Pensacola
to Jacksonville, from Jacksoaville to M-
ami and to Tampa; or any other section
tion of the State, can be built by simply
grading and throwing up the bed from
the soil along the several routes, and
brick laid apon such a foundation wounld
make roads which wou'd stand for an
hundred years, and would be of sufficient
strength vo carry the traffic of the coun
try. The foundation of these aoads would
never be In danger of destruction from
frost, nor would the cold ever cause ithe
80ll to form a “muek’ 8o that the brick
would be submerged in mud, Along such
8 system of roads and off from such high-
ways, thousands of those seeking for plac
and opportunity for making a living, un-
der God’s law of making thelr bread in
the sweat of their faces, would bulld
thelr humble domieils. This latter class
I8 now recognized of more value to the
South, 'n ber present aggicultural and
manafacturing development, than an in-
numerable host of rich men wonld be,
who are under no necessity of laboring In
order to live, and thus contribute of their
hare labor for the subdulng of the lana Lo
man's will, The erying need of the Now
Ssath I8 pot more money, but more poor,
honest, upright, manly men, uunder the
necessity of laboring In order to live,
with epportunity to enjoy fully the re-
wards of honest toll. In my judgement
no one thing will contribute more to this
great end than & thoroughly well buillt
system of publie roads, konltting commu-
nitles together and opening an easy wuy
to the markets of the world.

Believes in These Two Great Measures.,

1t Is therefore, upon these two great is-
sues ~the bullding of great highways and
the improving of the waterways, whieh §
believe of the chlefest concern In the
present lnternal development of the Un-
Ited Btates, that | seek office at the hands
of the people of this fMate. 1bellove the
issues should eleit, and will elicit, the
best powers ot the present and the futuro
statesman ln the endeavor to advance
the interest of this great country.

I have persnaded myself that thess are
matters of paramount lmportance to the
prosperity and growth of Florida. I,
wherefore, come before her people, askiug
for thelr suffrage that they muy thereby
give me the o unlky, o the Cougress
of the United to plesd and work
for messures 80 devoutly 1o be wished.

I hisve endeavored, In setting forth my

views on these i, Dot W Inwrodnce
matters that might 1o any way obscure
thom, Consequently 1 have discusscd

nothing of & purely party nature, and |

wish now 10 say that L um ln entire so

L pr e g

; w the e

of vhe United States, 1 shall do ull

power 4o make the policy of the
effective In the National lite.

B. BEACHAM.
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